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Whilst all care has been taken in preparing this document, this information is a guide only and subject to change without notice. 
Disclaimer: While the Australian Government has contributed funding support for this resource the information contained within it does not  

necessarily represent the views or policies of the Australian Government and has not been endorsed by the Australian Government. 

        Winter Strategy  
        Practice Essentials 

This year, there is the potential for a high number of influenza and other respiratory pathogen cases alongside 
the ongoing challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. Visit the links below to get your practice ready. 

Further information 
For further information, visit the Practice Assist Winter Strategy webpage, scan the QR code, 
email practiceassist@wapha.org.au or call 1800 2 ASSIST (1800 2 277 478). 

  Review your practice’s processes 
• Urgent patient consultation and increase in demand  
• Infection prevention and control in the practice 
• Sustainably managing patients with respiratory symptoms 

o Options for respiratory patients (GPRC) 
o Telehealth access and use of digital tools for patient care  

• Administering COVID-19 vaccinations along with influenza vaccines 
• Management of personal protective equipment (PPE), stock and ordering  
• Identifying and managing patients with a high risk of severe outcomes of COVID or influenza. 
• Time to review and refine your practice’s pandemic plan 

  Consider training and upskilling 
• Infection prevention and control 

o Yearly update of hand hygiene for all staff 
• Telehealth essential and advanced training for efficient remote consultations 
• Influenza vaccination update module 

 
 

  Communicate with your patients 
• See your GP campaign 
• Social media and web tiles 
• Communication guide 

  Review the relevant HealthPathways (for login details, email healthpathways@wapha.org.au) 
• COVID-19 
• Influenza immunisation 

 
 

  Staffing 
• Review your outbreak management plan and business continuity plan, focusing on staff  

sick days and rosters 
• Wellbeing resources: RACGP and TEN (The Essential Network for Health Professionals) 
• Plan for staff influenza and COVID-19 vaccinations 

 
 

https://www.practiceassist.com.au/Coronavirus-COVID19/Winter-Strategy
mailto:practiceassist@wapha.org.au
https://www.practiceassist.com.au/PracticeAssist/media/Coronavirus-(COVID-19)/COVID-19-Tips-for-GP-Admin-Teams-220315.pdf
https://www.racgp.org.au/running-a-practice/practice-standards/standards-5th-edition/infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.racgp.org.au/FSDEDEV/media/documents/Clinical%20Resources/Guidelines/Managing-patients-who-present-with-respiratory-symptoms.pdf
https://news.wapha.org.au/gp-respiratory-clinics-available-to-see-your-symptomatic-patients-face-to-face/
https://www.practiceassist.com.au/The-Tool-Kit/Digital-Health
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/advice-for-providers/clinical-guidance/clinical-recommendations
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/%7E/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Immunisation/Influenza-immunisation-program/Influenza-immunisation-provider-information.pdf
https://www.practiceassist.com.au/Coronavirus-COVID19/COVID-19-Landing-page?viewmode=0#PPE%20Order%20Form%20Req
https://www.practiceassist.com.au/PracticeAssist/media/Coronavirus-(COVID-19)/COVID-19-Identifying-At-Risk-Patient-Cohorts-220217.pdf
https://covid19evidence.net.au/wp-content/uploads/NC19CET_Risk_Classification_Tool.pdf?=220406-90119
https://www.practiceassist.com.au/PracticeAssist/media/ResourceLibrary/Living-with-COVID-19-checklist-and-toolkit.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-infection-control-training
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/infection-prevention-and-control/infection-prevention-and-control-elearning-modules
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8706971420614221070
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/7734492968113162000
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Immunisation-education#:%7E:text=The%20influenza%20module%20has%20been,approximately%202%20hours%20to%20complete.
https://trello.com/b/lNJPMmyr/see-your-gp-keep-your-health-on-track
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/getting-vaccinated-against-influenza-resource-collection#influenza
https://ncirs.org.au/health-professionals/patient-communication-resources
https://ncirs.org.au/health-professionals/patient-communication-resources
mailto:healthpathways@wapha.org.au
https://wa.communityhealthpathways.org/723535.htm
https://wa.communityhealthpathways.org/52701.htm
https://www.practiceassist.com.au/PracticeAssist/media/ResourceLibrary/Living-with-COVID-19-checklist-and-toolkit.pdf
https://www.racgp.org.au/running-a-practice/practice-management/gp-wellbeing/self-care-and-mental-health-resources
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/the-essential-network/
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/%7E/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Immunisation/Influenza-immunisation-program/Influenza-immunisation-provider-information.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/advice-for-providers/clinical-guidance/clinical-recommendations
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